
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doug West 

 
2016  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Dedication  

To all fans of Heavy Metal music that like to rock out to Sabbath.  May this short 

writing challenge you to think about life’s big picture, in your quest for a full life.   

  



 

 

 

 

 
Luke 1:79  

  “…to give light to those  

who sit in darkness  

and in the shadow of death,  

and to guide us  

to the path of peace.” (NLT) 

 
 
 

  



Introduction… 

I was introduced to Black Sabbath in the early to mid 1980’s.  I had a friend, 

Rocky, in Junior High that would send away for the 11 cassettes for a penny 

deals, and then never buy any.  Eventually he and his brothers had a chest of 

drawers full of stolen cassettes (somehow the record companies kept sending 

the cassettes— go figure). Rocky introduced me to Black Sabbath.  I quickly 

began to be drawn to songs like War Pigs, Sweet Leaf, Paranoid, etc. In the 

80’s, Ozzy Osbourne, the lead singer, who forged out on a solo career really 

caught my eye (and ears) with his Speak of the Devil album.  But I would still 

follow Sabbath and have followed them over the years.  As a drummer I was 

influenced by Bill Ward’s pounding beats.  From Reading Tony Iommi’s book, 

Iron Man- My Journey Through Heaven and Hell with Black Sabbath, I got a 

laugh from learning that Vinny Appice, fill in Black Sabbath drummer and 

Heaven and He’ll drummer, started with a small drum kit, but upon Tony’s 

prompting his kit developed it into the monster kit it is today. 

Recently I was looking over a chat type Blog that’s topic dealt with whether 

Black Sabbath was Satanic or not.  As I read several websites, I noticed a 

common pattern, the Sabbath fans claimed Sabbath was not Satanic, but even 

Christian, while Christians who posted claim absolutely that they were Devil 

Worshippers.  So as a Christian, I want to cover the darkness of Black 

Sabbath, with the hopes of illuminating both sides to a better understanding of 

the truth, while letting Black Sabbath speak for themselves as they have said 

quite a bit on the subject.  If Black Sabbath claims Christian ties, then we will 

let the Bible, the Christian manual guide the discussion.  Can darkness be 

explored and yet it not taint?  Can one claim to be a Christian and also pursue 

aspects of darkness?  Is it acceptable to appear as if part of darkness, and yet 

claim to only skirt it?  These and other questions will be explored as we delve 

into the shadowy world of Black Sabbath. 

  



 “Black Sabbath are an English 
rock band, formed in Birmingham in 1968, by guitarist and main songwriter 
Tony Iommi, bassist and main lyricist Geezer Butler, singer Ozzy Osbourne, 

and drummer Bill Ward. The band have since experienced multiple line-up 
changes, with guitarist Iommi being the only constant presence in the band 

through the years. Originally formed in 1968 as a blues rock band, the group 
soon adopted the Black Sabbath moniker and began incorporating occult 
themes with horror-inspired lyrics and tuned-down guitars. Despite an 

association with these two themes, Black Sabbath also composed songs dealing 
with social instability, political corruption, the dangers of drug abuse and 

apocalyptic prophecies of the horrors of war.”1 
 
The cultural revolution of the 1960’s opened up the American culture to many 

new experiences including: sex, drugs, and rock-n-roll.  Pandora’s box had 
been flung wide open.  As Anton LaVey would be a dark voice of resistance with 
his infamous San Francisco based Church of Satan, so too Black Sabbath in 

England turned heads as it unleashed its thunderous offering of heavy riffs, 
blazing drum beats, and hair raising lyrics (though Sabbath was not associated 

with LaVey).  Sabbath went outside the box of what was going on in rock and 
went heavy and dark.  Led Zeppelin and Deep Purple also blazed the way into 
heavy rock, though not as dark.  This shadowy road belonged solely to 

Sabbath. 
 

 
Original line-up 
• Tony Iommi – lead guitar (1968–present) 

• Geezer Butler – bass guitar (1968–1979, 1980–1985, 1987, 1990–1994, 
1997–present) 

• Ozzy Osbourne – lead vocals (1968–1977, 1978–1979, 1985, 1997–

present) 

 Bill Ward- Drums 

Touring members 
• Adam Wakeman – keyboards, back-up guitar (2004–2006, 2012–present) 

• Tommy Clufetos – drums (2012–present)2 
 
  

                                                           
1
  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Sabbath 

2
  Ibid 



  
This is not an all-inclusive list of Sabbath albums.  It has all of their studio 
albums and then some compilation and live ones.  If I thought they might fit 

the subject of this discussion I included them.   
 

I have not included artwork or cover pics of albums, but they can be found at 
the following link: http://www.freecodesource.com/album-covers/black-
sabbath-album-covers.html or simply by typing in “Black Sabbath Albums 

cover art” into an internet search engine. 
 
• Black Sabbath (1970)  

Cover depicting an actress posing as a witch, in the woods behind a 
house. 

• Paranoid (1970) 
A man dressed in fantasy play gear is swinging a sword in motion. 

• Master of Reality (1971) 

Cover: Purple letters on black background. 
• Vol. 4 (1972) 

Cover: Ozzy Osbourne is on cover with art manipulations, I concert 
holding holds with peace signs near mic. 

• Sabbath Bloody Sabbath (1973) 

 Cover: My concept for this album was based on two color 

illustrations that were given to me on my confirmation day in 

1955, that I still have to this day. They are from the 1700’s and 

depict an evil man and a good man both at the split second of 

their death. When I showed them to Drew and explained the idea 

- well these pieces speak for themselves.3 

 

• We Sold Our Soul for Rock ‘N Roll (1975) Cover: Black cover with red 
letters and the three “s’s” are white lightning bolts pointing down.  Satanic 

lightning bolts. 

 Sabotage (1975) 

 Cover: The members are standing with their backs to a huge mirror, but 
the odd thing is instead of the reflection being cast facing away, it is an exact 
replica of each facing the same way. 

• Technical Ecstasy (1976) 
Cover: Modern art of two robots fighting on ascending/ descending escalators. 
• Never Say Die! (1978) 

 Cover: Aviators with helmets and face masks standing outside airplane. 
• Heaven and Hell (1980) 

Cover: Three angels playing cards and smoking cigarettes. 

                                                           
3
  http://originalalbumcoverart.com/struzan/sabbath-bloody-sabbath.php 

http://www.freecodesource.com/album-covers/black-sabbath-album-covers.html
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• Mob Rules (1981)  
Cover: A hooded mob stands behind a bloodied torture rack, ready. 

 Live Evil (1982) 
Cover: Various figures stand on a beach: black knight, red devil, person 

in straight jacket, indian, angel, soldier pic, shrouded creature with 
whip, and others.  Lightning in the dark sky behind forms a devil head 

with horns. 
• Born Again (1983) 

Cover: Red demonic baby with fangs and claws. 

• Seventh Star (1986) 
Cover: Tony Iommi standing with desert scene behind. 

• The Eternal Idol (1987) 

Cover: What looks like nude statues posing. 
• Headless Cross (1989) 

Cover: Cross with circle on front, top of cross broken off laying on ground 
with fog/ smoke. 

• Tyr (1990) 

Cover: Darkened sky through an ornate window frame. 
• Dehumanizer (1992) 

Cover: Grim Reaper electrocuting victim, stealing soul? 
• Cross Purposes (1994) 

Cover: A female angel’s wings are on fire on the tips. 

• Forbidden (1995) 
 Cover: Grim Reaper figure on prowl. 

 Reunion- (1998) Cover: Two “pan” looking girls on both sides of BS logo 

in circle. 

 The Rules of Hell (Box set containing Dio era Black Sabbath albums) 

 Past Lives (2002) 

Cover: Four original members walking down a road. 

 13 (2013)4 

Cover: Photo of an 8ft “13” made of wicker on fire on hillside. 
 

 
Side Project: Heaven and Hell: Ronnie James Dio /Tony Iommi/ Geezer 
Butler/ Vinny Appice  

CD- “The Devil You Know” 
Cover: Horned Devil with medusa like tongues, holding voodoo doll of Christ 

with nails in.  Snake curling around hand with doll.  Jesus on cross in 
background. 
Cover pic available at: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Devil_You_Know_%28Heaven_%26_Hell_alb
um%29 
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 I included this side project as both Geezer and Iommi were members of it, and 
Dio and Appice were former Sabbath members.  Looking at the cover reminded 

me of a Celtic Frost album cover I had seen in the 1980’s.  The Frost album 
was in your face with an anti-Christian feel, while The Devil You Know is a little 

more guarded, but utilizing the imagery of Jesus dead and or losing, and the 
Devil triumphant. 
 

 
  



Defining both sides of coin:  
Establishing the worldviews 

 

 
What is most helpful to understand where a person or group is coming 

from is their worldview, or what shapes their beliefs.  Black Sabbath and the 

general rock/ metal world are usually a mixture of a postmodern dualism.  
Postmodern as God and the Devil are stripped of personal attributes and made 

conceptual or symbolic.  They are moldable and compartmentalized this way.  
Dualism as God is a symbol of all that is good, but can’t be known, and the 
Devil is a symbol for evil, but is not a real being.  With this postmodern 

dualism: the Bible is just a book found among Christianity, Jesus was just a 
guy (not the Son of God), sin is not important, demons are merely psychological 

issues or mythological, etc.  In a nutshell, the individual is in control and 
shaping their religion, whatever that may be.  There are no absolutes as each 
makes their own truth and reality. 

 
This explains how Black Sabbath and others feel they can project dark images 
and yet be free from entanglements with them.  That which is symbolic has no 

teeth.  One needs to remember that the members of Sabbath like dark images, 
but would not consider themselves Satanists.  Just Satanic, and purveyors of 

that image, since their belief system .  Christians are quick to judge and lop 
them and others in with virgin sacrificing Satanists.  We often forget that 
others in the world do not see things as we do, nor view things according to the 

Bible.  Jesus said for us to “Judge not, or we will be judged.” (Matthew 7:1)  
Not that there should not be a standard to judge by, but that it should be 
God’s— not ours! And sometimes we think we have u he whole picture,  but 

actually have only a piece. 
 

 
God is an eternal Being, manifested as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the 
Trinity.  The plan of God is to offer salvation to all humans (John 3:16), 
stemming from eternal love (1 John 4:16).  God, being a real Being (Genesis 

1:1), is the Top Dog, the Almighty (Exodus 6:3).  As such, Lucifer/ Satan, is 
also real (Matthew 4:1, 10), but a created angelic being, that rebelled and fell 
from a holy position (Isaiah 14/ Ezekiel 28) and7 become unholy and a hater of 

God and humankind.  Satan is not equal to God (Philippians 2:10, 11), not all 
knowing, not all powerful, not able to be everywhere at once (as God is).  God 

has set an absolute standard of conduct and morality that is to be followed, or 
punishment results. 
 

In this worldview, the human is set under impending judgment of their actions 
on Earth.  Did they obey God and the Bible?  Did they make Jesus their best 

friend/ Savior?  Did they avoid evil? 



 
  



Black Sabbath and Evil 
 

 
 
Critics of the forefathers of heavy metal are quick to label Sabbath as Satanic.  

They point to the dark lyrics and upside-down crosses, and the ongoing occult 
overtones throughout the band’s career.  The approach of many is “load the 
shotgun and judge with a blast” without considering anything the band has 

every said.  In the next section, the band will speak for itself, but here we will 
collect what is said about them, as a starting point (whether right or wrong). 
 

 Name Black Sabbath is desecration of the Christian Sabbath. 

 1st album with a pic of a witch and an inverted cross (inside). 

 N.I.B. song is said by some to be an acrostic for Nativity In Black, the 

polar opposite of the Christian Nativity. 

 1982 album, Live Evil, Satanic backwards writing. Has demonic figure on 

front. 

 Song, The Sign of the Southern Cross, alleged to be reference to inverted 

cross.  Inverted or upside down— the reversal or rejection of the 
Christian Cross of Christ.   

 Alleged to perform occult rituals on stage. 

 "And you, poor fool, holding this LP in your hands, know, that in doing so, 
you sold your soul: for in this infernal rhythm and in this music's diabolic 
power your soul will be caught soon. And this musical tarantula-bite will 
let you dance endlessly, uninterruptedly." (Cover advertising for the LP: 
'Reflection' - "Black Sabbath") 

 Song Lyrics- "Black Sabbath": 
What is this that stands before me? 
Figure in black which points at me. 
Turn around quick, and start to run, 
Find out I'm the chosen one! 
Pit black shape with eyes of fire, 
Telling people their desire. 
Watches those flames get higher and higher! 
Oh no, no, please God help me!5 

This song is based off of a spiritual encounter Geezer Butler claims 
happened, after borrowing a book on the occult.  Ozzy wrote it upon 
hearing of the encounter.  Witchcraft/ Sorcery/ Satanism is forbidden in 

the Bible by God (Deuteronomy 18:10; 1 Samuel 15:23; Galatians 5:20). 

 Song Lyrics- "Lord Of This World" 

You're searching for your mind don't know where to start. 
Can't find the key to fit the lock on your heart, 
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You think you know but you are never quite sure. 
Your soul is ill but you will not find a cure. 
Your world was made for you by someone above, 
but you chose evil ways instead of love. 
You made me master of the world where you exist. 
The soul I took from you was not even missed. 
Lord of this world - evil owner! 
Lord of this world - he is your father confessor!6 
 
Who is the Lord of this World? 

-Jesus equates the “ruler of this world” with Satan in John 12:31; 14:30; 
16:11.   

-Those who live according to the course of this world are to be in league 
with the prince of the power of the air (Satan) Ephesians 2:2. 
 

 Song Lyrics- "NIB" (sample) 
Some people say my love cannot be true. 
Please believe me, my love, and I'll show it to you. 
Follow me now and you will not regret 
leaving the life you led before we met. 
...My name is Lucifer - please take my hand!7 
A love story from Lucifer’s perspective.  If Lucifer (Isaiah 14 & Ezekiel 28) 

became Satan upon being booted out of Heaven, and Satan is the 
Adversary of humanity.  Then why would one want to write a theoretical 
love song about him?  Only if you saw him as mythological or symbolic. 

 God is Dead- CD “13” by John Osbourne, Tony Iommi, Terrence Butler. 
2nd Verse 
“The blood runs free 
The rain turns red 
Give me the wine 
You keep the bread 
The voices echo in my head 
Is God alive or is God dead? 
Is God dead?”8 
 
Is this a refusal of half of the communion elements (bread=symbolic of 
body of Christ)?  Denial of incarnation (Christ coming in the flesh)? 

 

 The Wizard, Black Sabbath Album 
Misty morning 
Clouds in the sky 
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Without warning 
A wizard walks by 
 
Casting his shadow 
Weaving his spell 
Flowing clothes 
Tinkling bell 
 
Never talking 
Just keeps walking 
Spreading his magic 
 
Evil power  
Disappears 
Demons worry  
When the wizard is near 
 
He turns tears 
Into joy 
Everyone’s happy 
When the wizard walks by 
 
Never talking 
Just keeps walking 
Spreading his magic 
 
Sun is shining 
Clouds have gone by 
All the people 
Give a happy sigh 
 
He has passed by 
Giving his sign 
Left all the people 
Feeling so fine 
 
Never talking 
Just keeps walking 
Spreading his magic9 

 

That the demons worry points to a wizard or black magic with that has power 
over them as “he is near,” whether this is really about a wizard or 

metaphorical. 
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 Sabbath Bloody Sabbath Album Cover- 
Bed scene with nude ladies, demonic skull frame, number 666 

 Heaven and Hell Album- back cover has three female angels with red nail 

polish playing cards, smoking. 

 Ozzy Osbourne (Solo career)- Song- Mr. Crowley, tribute to notorious 

occultist Aleister Crowley.   
 
Mr. Crowley, what went on in your head 
(Oh) Mr. Crowley, did you talk to the dead 
Your lifestyle to me seemed so tragic 
With the thrill of it all 
You fooled all those people with magic 
(Yeah)You waited on Satan's call 
 
Mr. Charming, did you think you were pure 
Mr. Alarming, in nocturnal rapport 
Uncovering things that were sacred, manifest on this earth 
(Oh)Conceived in the eye of a secret 
Yeah, they scattered the afterbirth 
 
Solo 
Mr. Crowley, won't you ride my white horse? 
Mr. Crowley, it's symbolic of course 
Approaching a time that is classic 
I hear that maidens call 
Approaching a time that is drastic 
Standing with their backs to the wall 
 
(Solo) 
 
Was it polemically sent? 
I wanna know what you meant 
I wanna know 
I wanna know what you meant, yeah!10 
 
Line: “Mr. Crowley, I wanna know what you meant.”  Crowley’s main 

Law: “Do what thou wilt!” 
 

“Uncovering things that were sacred, manifest on this earth 
(Oh)Conceived in the eye of a secret 
Yeah, they scattered the afterbirth” 
 
This part of the lyrics seems to hint at unlocking the forbidden, that 

which was secret, and dispersing “the afterbirth.”  Many considered 
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Crowley to have conjured and invoked malevolent spiritual entities in 
complex rituals that lasted months in the making at Boleskin House on 

the shores of Loch Ness.  The BBC ran a special entitled “Aleister 
Crowley: The other Loch Ness Monster.”  It suggests that Crowley called 

up spirits during this lengthy ceremony that was never finished.  That 
the spirits were called, but never sent back.11  Crowley was a notorious 
child molester, calling himself the “Beast” of Revelation.  So of what 

exactly did Ozzy mean when he wanted to know what Crowley meant? 
 

 Song: Selling My Soul… 

 

 
Man of madness who lives in my head 
Keeping me awake at night he sits on my bed 

He drives me crazy, he won't go away 
Playing his game every night and everyday, yeah-ah 
 

My mind feels heavy, my body feels weak 
Suicidal thoughts crying out for some sleep 

Impending doom is what I'm about 
Think I'm going mad without a shadow of doubt 
 

I sense a serenity, yeah 
Is it really out there? 

I don't read the holy books 
'Cause they take me nowhere 
 

I can't hold on, yes, I'm losing control 
I'm paying the price now for 
Selling my soul 

Selling my soul 
 

I sense a serenity, yeah 
Is it really out there? 
I don't read the holy books 

'Cause they take me nowhere 
 

I can't hold on yes I'm losing control 
I'm paying the price now for 
Selling my soul 

Selling my soul 
 
Yeah-ah, for selling my soul 

Yeah-ah, selling my soul 
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Yeah-ah, for selling my soul12 
 

Notice the phrase “I don't read the holy books, 'Cause they take me 
nowhere” 
The holy books, the books about God, The Bible.  Sabbath toyed with the 
subject of selling ones soul to the Devil previously with the album “We 
Sold Our Soul for Rock and Roll.” Is this latter song a song of futility of 

fate of a soul marked for damnation?  Folk musician, Bob Dylan, in a 60 
Minutes Interview, claimed to have made such an infernal contract and 

unable to hang up his guitar and mic due to it.13  
 

 Song: The Devil Cried 
 

One fine day in hell 
The master told a story 

Someone lied so well 
He sent him back to glory 
 

There are whispers between screams 
That this deed can be done 
Even sinners must dream 

And I can be the one to make the devil cry 
 

I can win this game 
If all things come together 
I know this sounds quite strange 

I won't be smart, just clever 
 

It's the law on the other side 
Just a tear lets you run 
And though many have tried 

I know I'll be the one to make the devil cry 
 
At last, my time has come 

I must not give him pleasure 
I can be the one 

One chance or burn forever 
 
So I told him about my pain 

And the life I've been through 
He just smiled and the laughter came 

Then I told him that I love you and the devil cried 
Tears from his eyes, eyes of fire 
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And the devil cried14 
A fantasy tale of a damned soul that gets one up on the Devil through 

using love.  How interesting that Sabbath is constantly focused on souls 
imprisoned by Satan, but here that love that is the calling card of God, 

comes into view here as the show stopper. 
 
Song: Bible Black (Heaven and Hell- Band) 

 
At last alone, his fire's dying 
Burned another day 

Now to pretend 
and make up an ending 

somewhere far away 
 
He reached for a book all bound in leather 

something that he knows he's never read 
and the first page says beware you've found the answer 

the next one says I wish that you were dead! 
 
Don't go on, put it back 

You're reading from the Bible Black! 
 
What's this word I see 

Who are you and who are me 
Maybe I just stumbled in the dark 

 
I must have been out cold 
but the way the story's told 

They found me lying naked in the rain..yeah 
 
Let me go I've seen religion 

But the light has left me blind 
Take me back 

I must have the Bible Black! 
 
Well here I go again 

From the start to the end 
I wish I could remember what I've done 

 
Now here's another spell 
it could take me straight to hell 

and I feel I'm getting closer to my home 
 
Let me go I've found addiction 
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and it makes me feel alive 
Take me back 

I must have the Bible Black! 
 

He locks himself away and tastes the silence 
Hungry for another bite of wrong 
and just the words "oh Lord please take me with you" 

Took him to a place we don't belong 
 
Let him go! 

He can't come back 
He's reading from the Bible Black! 

 
So if your fire's dying, 
then what's the use of trying? 

I may know another place that you can go 
 

It's hiding in the pages 
but you may not come back 
you're reading from the Bible Blaaaaack!!!15 

 
Another song that has a fateful warning, this time against a book, the 
Bible Black.  It also disses religion: “Let me go I've seen religion, But the 
light has left me blind, Take me back, I must have the Bible Black!”  Follow 
the pattern: Religion was a bad experience, as the “light” has blinded, 

instead of warming or gently leading.  This black Bible would seem to 
follow the lines of the Anton LaVey’s Satanic Bible, or a grimoire, or book 

of shadows (writings, spells and incantations).  Such would be forbidden 
by God (Galatians 5:20, sorcery).   

 

 Satanic Lightning bolts on Black Sabbath Name and albums.  Lightning 
is associated with Satan in Bible.  Jesus associated lightning with Satan 

being displaced (Luke 10:18). 

 Album We Sold Our Souls for Rock and Roll, has Satanic “S”s.  Hints at 

pacts with the Devil.  The Christian does not believe that Satan can claim 
souls eternally, only put them under bondage until physical death. 

 Fallen angel/ demon logo band logo.  It is interesting that the demon 
figure is falling with his head back, arms out.  Kind of like you would 

picture Lucifer falling from Heaven. 
One message board said the logo was to be a demon holding a star 
(Lucifer) that the demon is looking at with admiration.  
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 Hexagram with fallen angel on “Live at Worcester” Album.  Hexagram 

used to curse/ mark for protection.  Used in Black Magic.  Hexagram 
with Black Sabbath name on back of “Born Again” album. 

 As a teen I recall a rock periodical with an interview in which they 

claimed to have recorded an Album in a castle haunted by a demon— 
Baal.  Baal was the storm god/ god of fertility of the Caananites in the 

Bible. 

 Mob Rules album, The Sign of the Southern Cross.  The southern cross is 

a term for the upraised down or inverted cross.  It is also a term for an 
astronomical formation.  There could be a double meaning here or one or 

the other. 

 “The group wrote and rehearsed the material for Sabbath Bloody 

Sabbath at a castle in Wales that they claimed was haunted, further 
fueling their music’s unnerving vibe at a time when the group was testing 
its own mental and physical limits.”16 

 
 

Name 
Members over the years 

Belief (supposed) 

Vinny Appice Catholic 

Geezer Butler Catholic 

Ronnie James Dio Catholic 

Ian Gillan Church of England 

Glenn Hughes Professing Christian 

Tony Iommi  Catholic 

Tony Martin Catholic 

Ozzy Osbourne Church of England 

Dave Spitz Jewish 

Bill Ward ?  Mentions God on website. 

 
I included some of the alleged religious beliefs of various members of Sabbath 

through the years.  Some people think that if a person claims Christianity or 
another religion, then they would not be part of the occult.  That is wrong.  
Most occultists are a mixture of beliefs.  Very few are purely of one category.  

But the members of Black Sabbath are not practicing occultists— they are 
occult friendly.  They dance around certain aspects of the occult, while dodging 

others, but never entirely distancing themselves from this darkness.  In the 
next section, we will let the band speak, making or breaking their case for or 
against darkness. 

 
  

                                                           
16

  http://www.blacksabbath.com/history.html 



 
(Regarding evil and darkness) 
 

 Ozzy Osbourne once said, in 
response to a rumour that Tony Iommi practiced black magic, "he's practiced 
black magic like I've s*** in the Pope's lap!" 
 
“The inner gatefold sleeve of the original release was designed by Keith 
McMillan (credited as Marcus Keef) and featured an inverted cross with a poem 

written inside of it. Allegedly, the band were upset when they discovered this, 
as it fueled allegations that they were Satanists or Occultists; however, in 

Osbourne's memoir, he says that to the best of his knowledge nobody was 
upset with the inclusion.”17 
 

  
 

Tony saw his grandfather die at age 9/10, and a lady across the street. 18  He 
heard the death rattle as death came.  I believe this early interaction with death 
was in line with his sensitivity to seeing spirits.   

 
After having a horrible automobile wreck and surviving with minor bumps and 
bruises, Tony relates, “Seeing those three figures, it was so vivid.  It made me 
think, C*****, I’ve been saved here.  And saved for a purpose: to do something.  
Someone once suggested it was to invent heavy metal.  What a great purpose.  
The angels must have said to each other: “Oops, that went wrong.”19  This last 
comment is very telling, as it points away from the tradition picture of God.  

That there was another side they were aligned with. 
 
In an apartment he shared with other band members of Mythology, Iommi saw a 
little boy in with the group around supper one day, who had died a “bad death” 
in that house years before.  They also saw a girl.20 Iommi and the band had 

opened themselves up to the occult and appear to have had interaction with 
spirits.  The Bible does not promote ghosts, but speaks of demons.  Worship of 
demons was forbidden in ancient Israel (Leviticus 17:7); and Jesus drove them 

out of people in the New Testament (Matthew 4:24; Mark 1:34).  So demons 
were not tolerated, not was interaction with them promoted. 
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  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 14, 15. 
19  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 42 
20  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 44. 



A former assistant to Tony Iommi said "I never saw a Satanic Bible...but I did see 
a lot of black socks and underwear!" TMI.21 
 
“A lot of people think “N.I.B.” stands for Nativity in Black, whatever that means.  
It’s a typically American thing; they always have to go: “Oh, it’s gotta be 
something satanic.”  We called Bill “Smelly” and we also called him “Nib,” 
because with his beard his face looked like a pen nib.  It sounded humorous to 
us and when it came to the title track we said: “What shall we call it?”  Uh…Nib?  
It was just a joke.”22  This could simply be a record company or manager 

playing up the Satanic image that Sabbath liked to portray.  I remember 
hearing about Chuck Norris on Walker Texas Ranger, and that he did not 
always have the final say on things the producers or network pushed.  So that 

may be the case with Sabbath, but we also do not see any disclaimers.  They 
liked the attention, though this may not have been their original intent. 

 
“We didn’t have anything to do with cover art…inside the gatefold sleeve you 
have the inverted cross, which opened all sorts of can of worms for us.  We were 
suddenly satanic then.”23 
The thing that jumps out at me is…they did not remove the inverted cross.  
They said it was not their idea, but it became part of their persona.  They 

allowed their image to be cast as satanic. 
 

Speaking of Sabbath Bloody Sabbath…“The album cover had great paintings by 
Drew Struzan, with the good on the one side and the evil on the other.”24  It does 

show this, but really emphasizes the evil.  It has a demonic, skeletal bed frame 
with 666 on it, and nude women swarming a man.  I understand that they 
wanted to portray good and evil, but sometimes when this is done, evil is given 

tribute and is released into those who view it. 
 
Speaking of the Album Born Again… “The cover was another matter.  Ian 
couldn’t it when he saw it. He went: “You can’t do that.  You can’t have a baby 
on the front with claws and horns!”25 Here again, like the upside down cross on 

the inside of their first album, they were initially upset about the demon baby, 
but tolerated it.  And again, to their credit, they may not have had final say on 

what went on the album, but ultimately what you allow your name on shows 
your approval. 
 

“We were actually invited to join satanic sects.  Alex Sanders, the head witch of 
England, “King of the Witches,” came to the shows trying to get us into his 

thing.  And the first time we played San Francisco, Anto LaVey, founder of the 
Church of Satan, held a parade for us.  I still have a picture of that.  LaVey 
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with a Rolls-Royce and a big banner that read: “Welcome Black Sabbath.”  I 
thought, what’s all this?  That’s nice of them to do that.”26 

 
“When we turned down an invitation to play Walpurgis at Stonehenge, this sect 
put a curse on us.  We took it very seriously.  That’s when we started wearing 
our crosses….one evening we all had this dream about wearing crosses to 
protect us from evil.  And so we did.”27  This quote from Iommi, shows Sabbath 

for who they really are…Satanic interested, but not as a religion.  I remember 
in the 80’s seeing Sabbath in Hit Parader and Circus magazines with big 

crosses on stage and though that was weird, but this makes sense.  It is 
interesting that as “they had the fear of God put in them” where did they turn?  
Towards God.  Not that just a mere cross has power to protect one, it is what 

was done on the cross and identifying with Christ in submission to and 
Lordship.  This I do not know they have done.  Sabbath like many entertainers 
view the cross as bearing power to protect from unwanted evil.  It is interesting 

that they want to mingle with evil and darkness on their terms, and yet also 
remain safe. 

 
“Of course, neither us not our music was satanic.  Geezer and his family were 
very religious, Irish Catholic—he still is—but at the same time he was interested 
in occultism.  He read a lot of books by the English occultist, mystic and author 
Aleister Crowley.  We both had an interest in what happened beyond and got 
involved in it quite a bit.  So he’d get his ideas from that.  This certainly played a 
major part in that first album.  I think Geezer felt that the music was portraying 
such a heavy thing, that the lyrical content had to be about something that went 
with the music.  Everywhere else, it was all flower power and everything nice 
and happy and people weren’t writing about real life: wars and famine and all 
the other things nobody wants to face.  So we saw that and thought we should 
be doing it.  But being accused of having made an occult, or worse yet, a satanic 
album, was simply ridiculous.”28  Here again Iommi shows that the band was 

interested in imagery that walked down the occult/ Satanic street, and yet they 
would not claim.  Being occultic was not their aim or goal, but it is where they 
ended up.  But if one objectively looks at their album covers and imagery in 

tends to point towards occultic/ Satanic.  This is why actual occultists and 
Satanists were coming out of the woodwork to see them. 

 
“It’s difficult singing in Black Sabbath with flowery shirts on, so we asked him to 
darken down a bit.”29  (Speaking of Ian Gillan) 

 
I want to point out that sometimes with Sabbath the name of a song can 

appear to be bad while it is innocent (though this is not always the case).  In 
regards to “Disturbing the Priest,” Iommi writes that the title and song came 

                                                           
26  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 86. 
27

  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 86. 
28  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 86. 
29  Tony Iommi. Iron Man. NOOK, 222. 



about as they were recording at a place called The Manor, that was near a 
church.  Their noise was deafening.  The locals complained and signed a 

petition with the priest from the church delivering it to the band.30  So this was 
actually a humorous situation turned into a song.  I remember my dad getting 

a call from the neighbor who was upset because he couldn’t hear his TV do to 
my rock drumming. 
 

“Because the Born Again album cover had a picture of this red baby with claws 
and little devil’s horns, Don Arden’s idea was to recreate this baby on stage.  We 
went in, it was dark and we just saw these red eyes, peering at us.”31  Here 

again, the imagery was not their idea for the demonic baby on the cover, but 
they allowed it.  Maybe they did not feel able to oppose, but then the big 

question comes to mind— was this their “cup of tea?” I know there are certain 
things that I am not willing to allow if they differ from my beliefs.  What about 
Sabbath? 

 
“Then there were the people from the dark side.  One night, three witches came 
to the gig.  Well, supposed witches.  They saw we had proper crosses on and 
cleared off.  A bit later, back at the hotel one night, we went up to our floor and 
there was a whole crowd of people with black cloaks on and candle, sitting in 
the hallway outside our rooms.  We thought, what’s going on here?  They really 
take you seriously.  Bloody Hell!  We climbed over them and got into our rooms 
as they held on to their candles, murmuring.  We phoned each other and said: 
“What are we going to do? Let’s give it half a minute and we’ll all go outside.”  So 
we did.  We all went into the hallway, blew the candles and sang “Happy 
Birthday” to them.  They were disgusted, got up and left.”32  The band’s reaction 
to the occultists/ Satanists outside their hotel room doors shows that they view 

the occult as a part of life, but not as strict practitioners.  It is humorous, but 
does make you ponder the question, why were they there?  Were they opposing 
Sabbath?  No.  Iommi and Sabbath can say it was coincidence or they were 

reading into things, but enough people saw something in Sabbath, and it was 
dark. 
 

 
“Ronnie [James Dio] flashed his Devil sign all over the place, the one with the 
outstretched first and fourth fingers, while holding the second and third down 
with the thumb.  He gets credit for inventing it, but I’ve got a picture of Geezer 
from many years before doing just that.  But Ronnie brought it more to light and, 
in so doing, made it his own.”33  Flashing the Devil’s sign is no big deal, if you 
believe there is no real Devil.  But if there is a personal Devil, flashing his sign 

beckons evil. 
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Iommi mentions that when former Sabbath fill in vocalist, Jeff Fenholt, became 
a Christian evangelist, “We were right back in the satanism thing because 
Fenholt was going on about it.”34 
The question here is- was Fenholt going on a witch hunt and creating what was 

not there or reminiscing on what he remembered from playing with the band? 
 
“My parents were catholic, but I’ve only seen them go to church once or twice.  
It’s strange that my dad wasn’t as religious as a father, but he was probably 
like me.  I hardly ever go to church either.  I wouldn’t even know what to do 
there.  I actually do believe in a God, but I don’t go to church to press the 
point.”35  Many people, even the demons, believe in God (James 2:19).  Going to 

church doesn’t save you, but it is an act of obedience to God.  A person can 
actually believe in God and toy with Satanic things.  I know I did it for years.  
Until I realized that I could only live for one, and decided on God. 

 
“We always thought there was something there that led us into this music that 
we were playing…Something or somebody was providing ideas and guidance 
from another dimension, like an invisible fifth band member…”36  There may be 
more to Iommi’s sentiments than he realizes.  Whether they meant to or not 

they may have been influenced by entities in the spiritual realm.  Satan does 
not have to be claimed to influence one.  He just needs access. 
Did he have it? 

 
Around the Headless Cross album project, Tony Martin was new to the band 

“and assumed, oh, Black Sabbath, it’s all about the Devil, so his lyrics were full 
of the Devil and Satan.  It was too much in your face.  We told him to be bit 
more subtle about it, so for TYR he did all these lyrics about Nordic gods and 

what not.”37  
Here again Iommi doesn’t totally redirect Martin, but desired to tone him down.  

The problem was being too direct regarding the Devil, not the Devil in of 
himself. 
 

Tony also mentions his delving into astral projection.  “I started getting into all 
this leaving the body stuff, astral traveling…you’re attached by a silver cord that 
pulls you back.”38 The Bible speaks of the “silver cord” in Ecclesiastes 12:6, 
where Solomon speaks of the silver cord snapping.  Astral travel an occult 
practice that is allowing one’s spirit to leave the body temporarily, is a 

dangerous practice.  There is no guarantee you’re coming back.  It is treating 
the body God has given us, lightly and turning to occult experience, instead of 

towards Him. 
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Iommi also says he believes in the Eastern view of reincarnation, to right what 
wasn’t accomplished correctly.39  Many people believe many different things 

regarding afterlife, but the Bible is clear: we get one shot and then face God as 
Judge (Hebrews 9:27). 

 
Tony also mentions that while recording one album and facing writers block, 
they overcame it by finding the right vibe in an allegedly haunted castle.40 

 
Black Sabbath also crossed paths with Linda Blair of The Exorcist movie.  

Regarding the movie, Iommi states that it “scared the s*** out of them…We got 
so scared that none of us could sleep, so we spent the night in the same room.  
Just pathetic.”41  Does this sound like hardened Satanists?  Granted Ozzy 

claims to have watched it several dozen times, but as a whole the group was 
freaked out by it. 

 
BBC Talk show- HARDTalk (YOUTUBE) (Transcribed by author) 
Iommi: “We, ah, I mean we dabbled in it in the early days.  Because we were 

young and, you know.  You, you, you’re inquisitive really.  But umm.  As far as 
any kind, we never, ah, sacrificed anybody on stage, or anything like that.  It 

was more, the image was built up basically, when we did the first album, the 
record company did the album cover, and that’s what done it.  The inside of the 
cover was...ah…an upside-down cross.  And so that sort of started everybody 

off, and umm… 
Interviewer: And you have your cross on today…the right way obviously. 
Iommi: Oh, yeah.  Yeah.  It’s always the right way.   

Interviewer: I mean I wonder if that’s kind of makes it a little bit disingenuous, 
really the idea being from the dark side, is it a cheap thrill for the audience? 

Iommi: No…we believe in what we did, what we play, everything we play 
is…ah…we have to feel is…ah believe in it.  Umm.  The audience…you can only 
judge by we’ve been here for forty-five years.  I mean…you answered. 

Interviewer: What about the Devil’s interval, tell me about that?  The 
diminished fifth. 

Iommi: Ah, well, that again, was, was just something I liked.  I never even 
thought about, never even knew about it.  To be honest, when I first did it.  
And then later…Oh, you shouldn’t be playing those notes. Why?  I mean, I 

didn’t understand all that.  We were…nineteen years old, you know. 
Interviewer: You need to explain that, I think for people watching…what, what 
was behind?  What was the sound?  What was… 

Iommi: “Black Sabbath” was the first song…on...err…that had that in.  Had 
“Dah-Dah-Dah” And it…and that was apparently the notion— never use, which 

we did.  But I never…I never knew that.  And…to me it was creative music, and 
that’s all I do is create music.  I don’t try to create anything to destroy people, 
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or upset anybody.  Umm, and that’s to say it’s helped more people than they 
say supposedly that we are Satanists and such, we are certainly not.42   

Follow the progression of Iommi’s responses: We were occult dabblers early 
on…the record company made us Satanic…but we believe in our work.  It’s 

almost like Iommi wants to have his cake and eat it too.  The best of both 
worlds.  Cast as a Satanic band, and yet also kick out there the possibility 
“maybe not.”  He downplays the Satanic, and yet says “we believe in what we 

did.” 
 
Guitar Player Magazine interview of Tony Iommi by Barry Cleveland. 

GP: On the first Black Sabbath album there were overt references to Lucifer and 
Satan, and there was an inverted cross image on the British version. After that 
the references were less specific, and songs like “The Wizard” are almost anti-
demonic—but the satanic image really stuck. 
TI: Yes it did. And when we first came out it sort of brought with it a whole 
series of problems, particularly in America. Doing something like that left us open 
to all sorts of things. The imagery was really created by the record company, 
certainly on the album cover—the inverted cross and stuff like that. But the 
imagery did, I suppose, change to a point as we went on. 
GP: I read that you were surprised and a little disturbed when the British record 
company put the inverted cross in. 
TI: I don’t know if we were disturbed, but when they put that in, as I said, that 
sort of did open a can of worms with everybody—the churches and the lot of 
them came out against everything. It hadn’t been done by anybody else before 
so obviously we got the full brunt of it. Now if you did it people would say, “So 
what?” But then it was a big thing and we had people trying to stop us from 
playing here and there—all sorts of weird things happened to us in the early 
days because of that imagery. But we still went ahead with it even on stage. 
And later on we had the stage sets built with gargoyles and God knows what 
else. It was a part of what we did. We were very interested in the satanic side of 
stuff—certainly Geezer and myself. We were interested in the occult just out of 
curiosity. 
GP: How long did you continue that interest? 
TI: It’s always been an interest and still is. We wondered what would happen if 
we did certain things, just like we wondered about life after death. We got into 
all sorts of stuff. Maybe it was the drugs in those days—I don’t know! And we’re 
still using that imagery with Heaven & Hell. 

GP: You can’t really be a metal band these days unless you’ve got some sort of 
satanic imagery. 
TI: God! How far they’ve gone now. If we’d done that in the early days we 
would have been shot.  
GP: Did you guys ever kind of creep yourselves out and wonder whether Satan 
might actually appear onstage at some point? 
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TI: Well, all sorts of thing happened—you wouldn’t believe it—but Satan never 
appeared on stage. It started getting pretty heavy for us with not just the 
churches, but with the Satanists themselves turning up at gigs and hotels. We 
thought, “What have we done? What’s going on now?” And we did get wrapped 
up in the bloody Son of Sam thing, as well, because he recited some of our songs. 
We thought, “God, this was all we need—one thing after another.”43   
When asked about the occultic, after having denied numerous other times, “It’s 
always been an interest and still is.”  Iommi and Sabbath need to stop and 
seriously consider, why Satanists and serious occultists keep get the vibes they 

are looking for off of them?  
 

  
“It’s a satanic world,” Butler told Rolling Stone in 1971. “The devil’s more in 
control now. People can’t come together, there’s no equality. It’s a sin to put 
yourself above other people, and yet that’s what people do.”44 
 

PureVolume: You once read spooky, metaphysical authors like Aleister Crowley. 
How has your taste in literature changed over the years? 
 

Geezer Butler: Oh, all that stuff was back when I was a teenager. Now it’s 
mainly detective and crime fiction and stuff like that. I’m currently reading the 
new Ian Rankin book—it’s about a Glasgow detective. That’s the kind of stuff I 
like. And I’ve been reading Jo Nesbo, but everybody else has, too.”45 

 
“QYou penned the lyrics for “God is Dead?” And, a la Richard Dawkins and the 
late Christopher Hitchens, it’s faddishly hip to be an atheist now. But why can't 
science and faith peacefully co-exist? 
AYeah. That’s what that song is about. It’s about the guy that’s sick of hearing 
that God is dead, so he sets out to prove that he isn’t. 
QWhat do you yourself believe? 
AI’m not sure myself. I grew up Catholic, so I’ve always got that ingrained in me. 
I mean, I don’t go to church or anything like that. And sometimes I think it’s like 
science fiction, or just a load of fiction, and then other times I’ll go back to 
praying to Jesus. So I’m not really convinced about anything. But when I’m on a 
plane? I will always pray! 
QWhat do you think comes next, afterlife-wise? 

AWhat? When I’m in the ground? I think you just die, and that’s it. But then, who 
knows? I’ve seen a couple of ghosts—I don’t know if that means anything. I saw 
them when I was a little kid, at home. Me and my sister saw this old woman, 
coming down the stairs, and it really freaked us out. It was a ghost, just floating 
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down the stairs. And it was a bit of a weird old Victorian house that I grew up in. 
And one day, I came out of my bedroom, and there was a guy just standing 
there, looking up the stairs, dressed in 1920s clothes. And then he just 
disappeared. But that was when I was a kid, around the age of seven or eight, 
and I never really had any of those experiences after that. But me and my sister 
saw the first one, so I didn’t imagine it. So I’m not sure if it was a spirit that lives 
within the walls of a certain place or what. Who knows?”46   

Geezer claims to have been into Crowley as a teen.  Back in the day.  He prays 
to Jesus from time to time, but is not convinced.  What is he convinced of?  He 
is certainly convinced enough to keep authorizing the old music to be sold and 

making new music in the same genre. 
 

General Comments… 
 
“…his parents, strict Catholics who would "whip and beat" him if he cursed 
("which," he says, "is why I rarely swear now"), witnessed the full extent of their 
son's immersion in the dark arts: they recoiled in horror at his black-painted 
bedroom, with its proliferation of Satanic paraphernalia. 
 
The doctor called them to take me to the hospital," he recalls, ever the droll 
Brummie, "and my dad came in, like, 'Mother of God!', ripping all the upside-
down crosses and pictures of Satan off the wall." 
So (for the record) early on Geezer had upside down crosses on the wall in his 

room at home, also adorned with pictures of Satan.   
 

“"War was the main theme [of our songs]," Butler says. "My brothers were all in 
the army and I thought I'd have to go and fight in Vietnam. Then there was the 
atomic bomb and the feeling that we were all going to get blown up." 
"It was peace and love," chips in Iommi, "but then it all went pear-
shaped."Sabbath have always been associated with the sinister, but they 
became not so much proponents as harbingers of doom after Butler had a vision 
of the devil in his late teens. 
"It was a black shape," he says, "with horns and everything. I freaked out. That's 
when we started warning against satanism." 
Just a question…if Black Sabbath is warning people against Satanism and evil, 
why sing about it or allude to it in the positive?  If I have a bad experience with 

a product, I am not going to have much if anything to do with it, but the 
Sabbath boys seem to do the opposite. 

 
“Questioned about faith after being confronted with his own mortality, Iommi 
says he believes in God. Butler, who still wears a crucifix round his neck, adds: 
"I do when I'm on a plane – the first thing I do is say my prayers." As for 
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Osbourne, who came up with the title for new track God Is Dead?, he is 
uncertain, even if he does talk with the conviction of a preacher.  
"I've done a good job of trying to kill myself for 64 years," he says over the phone 
from his home in LA. "But something's kept me alive. I don't know if it's God, fate 
or whatever. I'm open-minded. But I don't believe in organised religion at all."   
Religion can be dead apart from a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.   
 

When I suggest God Is Dead? plays into Sabbath's art of darkness, Osbourne 
brings up a few myths, including the one about him biting off the head of a live 
bat, which he had presumed was rubber, in 1982.  "We were never really into 
the occult," he says. "It was a hobby, until we started getting invites to black-
magic rites in cemeteries. Then I got accused of doing this and biting that and 
there would be people picketing the arena with banners. But if you listen to the 
lyrics, there's nothing that's pro-black magic or pro-satanic worship. It's like God 
Is Dead? – at the end it says: 'I don't believe that God is dead', but they only hear 
the words 'God is dead'."47   
Ozzy Osbourne down plays the Satanic card.  It was a hobby.  He affirms that 

they have never been religiously satanic, or practitioners.  It is a hobby.  A 
business. Selling Satan.  Sure there are some songs and lyrics favoring God, 
because they are not atheists, but syncretist’s (ones who belief in mixing 

religious beliefs).  A little God, a little mythology and science fiction, and a 
whole bunch of the occult. 
 

“You listen to Black Sabbath?”  “You must be a Satin worshipper!”  How many 
times did we hear that, back  in the seventies and eighties?  Many assumed 
because of the name that the boys from Birmingham were celebrating the joys of 
selling ones soul to the devil.  But if one listens and reads the lyrics, you find 
that the opposite is true.  Upon closer examination, Black Sabbath is actually 
condemning the very things that they are accused of  promoting. 
In the late 1960’s, vocalist Ozzy Osbourne, guitarist Tony Iommi, bassist Geezer 
Bulter, and drummer Bill Ward made a fateful decision.  They changed their 
name from Earth to Black Sabbath, and they decided to play dark music.  Ozzy 
Osbourne says that they used to rehearse near a movie theatre where Boris 
Karloff’s horror movie “Black Sabbath”, was playing.  Ozzy explains “Isn’t it 
weird that people pay money to get the crap scared out of them.  That’s when we 
decided to play scary music.” At that time Geezer Butler was big into magic and 
the new age mystical thing. He had been given a book that was about the occult, 
and he kept it in a book-case near his bed.  Geezer says that one night he was 
awakened to the sight of a hooded man in a black cloak at the foot of the bed.  “I 
couldn’t see  his face.”  He said that he watched the man take the occult book 
out of his bookcase and then he left.  Geezer thought it was a dream but “when I 
got up the next morning, only that book was gone!” 
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Geezer told Ozzy about the encounter, and Ozzy wrote the lyrics to “Black 
Sabbath”, the first song on their debut album by the same name.   As far music 
supposedly getting people to worship the devil, Black Sabbath had the opposite 
effect.   When I first heard this song on headphones, IT SACRED THE HELL OUT 
OF ME!  Geezer reveals “The way I saw it, as far as this occult thing goes,  I saw 
it as a sign that I needed to either get in all the way or get out completely.  I 
choose to get out!”    
The song ends with “Satan’s coming round the bend, people running cause 
they’re scared, the people better go and beware.  Oh no, please no!”   The song is 
not about how cool Satan is, but about how it sucks when he comes for you.48  

Geezer says his encounter with a dark entity, written into the song Black 
Sabbath, sacred him, to put it lightly, and as a sign to get “out.”  Apparently 

this means out of actively pursuing the occult, as he and the band have not 
recanted of their music or content.  The journalist of this piece said “Black 

Sabbath is actually condemning the very things that they are accused of 
promoting.”  This is an interesting comment, because their condemnation of 
evil is minute compared to their promotion of. 

 
Geezer wrote that N.I.B. is about Satan falling in love with a human woman and 
changing, becoming a good person.  That may sound weird to many, but it is a 
nice thought.49  A romance for Lucifer/ Satan may sound fanciful, as some have 
pondered his redemption, but Biblically there is no foundation.  We do see 

some warnings about Satan, who was once Lucifer.  He is the father of lies 
(John 8:44).  John 10:10  
Jesus said…“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is 
to give them a rich and satisfying life.” (NLT)  The thief, Satan/ Lucifer, destroys 
life, while Jesus gives full life to all who receive. 
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Response from the Bible… 
In my research and reading of Tony Iommi’s Iron Man book, and in watching 

him in several interviews on YouTube, I am very impressed with him as a 
person.  Very humble, down to earth.  Musician to musician of course he is 

tops, inventing the heavy metal distorted guitar sound.  Sabbath has also 
influenced me and many of the bands I listen to.  Through my Junior High 
days Ozzy went solo and caught my attention.  The drum solo starting Over the 

Mountain blew my mind when I first heard it.  I remember leaving a health club 
one day as a kid, and hearing a concert venue next door, with the drummer 

playing Over the Mountain on a massive kit.    
       Now at the end of the day, Sabbath/ Ozzy like to walk on the dark side.  Is 

this OK?  Well, going back to the beginning of this work when the two 
worldviews were established: Black Sabbath’s/ The Biblical Christian 
Worldview, both were laid out to help the reader understand both sides, but 

ultimately the Biblical Worldview. 
Taking that into account, the Bible has laid out a standard that puts darkness 

and evil opposite of God’s plan for humans.  Proverbs 3:33 says The LORD 
curses the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the upright. A curse 
is on evil and people who do evil, or associate with it.  This is why God directs 

humans away from it.  1 Thessalonians 5:22 reminds us to Stay away from 
every kind of evil.   
 
Consider the following verses about evil: 

 

 Psalm 34:14 Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and 
work to maintain it.  

 Psalm 97:10 You who love the LORD, hate evil! He protects the lives of his 
godly people and rescues them from the power of the wicked.  

 Proverbs 4:14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the 
way of evil. (NKJV) 

 Proverbs 4:27 Don’t get sidetracked; keep your feet from following evil. 
 

We are consistently warned to stay away from evil and wickedness/ wicked 
people in the Bible.  Not to be stuck up, but not adopt their behaviors and 
patterns.  This is the opposite of the persistent message Black Sabbath keeps 

promoting.  Whether it is direct or indirect, Sabbath keeps holding to a dark, 
evil line. 
 

Consider the following verses Jesus spoke regarding what comes out of your 
life. 

Matthew 7:17-20  
17  A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit.  
18  A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit.  
19  So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown 
into the fire.  



20  Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by 
their actions. (NLT)   
 
Sabbath may not think their lyrics and media are not bad or harmful, but that 

doesn't change the link to the curse God has put on forbidden wicked things. 
 
Matthew 7:13-14  

13  “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to 
hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way.  
14  But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a 
few ever find it. (NLT) 
 
Matthew 7:21-23  

21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.  
22  On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 
name.’  
23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s 
laws.’ (NLT) 

 
“If you stare into the Abyss long enough the Abyss stares back at you” –
Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
What stares back at Black Sabbath? 

 
Consider the following… 
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